PIGEON < 


John Pigeon . • Issabell 

d. of - Webb, 
late of Hampton-on- - 

Thames 


Edmond Pigeon 
of Hampfcon-on- 
Thamea •• 


Zillce d. of 
John Bristow 


2 daughters 


Nicholas Pigeon 
of Hampton Court 


Jane, d*and heir 
-Of William Clere ^ 
of - in Berkshire. 


Bristow Pigeon 


p 
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Edmond Pigeon Hugh z 

- d. of - «lice * SacLville Mason 


Of St. Barts the 
Great, London. 


From the llerald’s Visitation of Hants, 1622-1634 
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Queen, and reproduces the signatures of Nicholas Bristow and 

the two Pigeons - each of the throe being very distinct at 

.31? . 

ft:ft * • ; ‘; . 5 

;he end of the list# This shoves that the' royal gifts were 




given under the direction of the Office of Jewels and Plate# 


■ ; 




NIcholla also records similar gifts given in 


1577-8* including those to "Nicholas Bristow* Clerc of our 


lift 


r- - 


Jhells and Plato * and John Pigeon* yeoman of some • Again, 




in 1588-9* to "Nicholas Bristow* Clerk* John Pigocn* yeoman. 


I# : 'iSf3 . - ... .... .. , ........... .... s _ 

and Nicholas Pigeon* groom©," - all of the Jewel Office* 


ill#' r 


On this occasion the total value of the Queen’s New Year Glfta 

. . • :. V »- 'y . •• ' t* 

was £795.19. 2d. Yot again, in 1599-1600* Nicholas Bristow 


. .. 


and Nicholas Pigoon are included in the names of the 

'*• 1 if " . ' ' • ' • ' 


recipients • 
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We have already said that Edmozid Pigoon was brother— 




in-law to the first Nicholas of Ayot - thoreforo uncle to 
Nicholas 11. The John Pigeon of 1561-2 was probably either 


ft Edmond’s brother or son, though the Pigeon pedigree in the 

* ■ . V 

Visitation of Hants does not mention him. Nicholas Pigeon 

of 1588-9 was the sen of Edmond - as shown cn the Pigoon 

‘ 

pedigree — and named after his unci© Nicholas Bristow 1. 


fiK 


Nicholls gives us one more record of Nicholas 11. 


Xt is in connection with a visit paid by Quoen Elisabeth to 


m 


ir Noel Caron, Dutch' Ambassador to her court. Dining at 


Gar on *s house at Lambeth (on the spot where Is npv Kennington 


1. Vol. 3. Pages 440 and 667. 



Hleliolas^ 11 a Margaret Botoler• 
B* 1539 

D« X G16 • . 




T7~3r-^I 

B-1S64/5 B.XSSa/G B*:0:5.63 B.1SG9 


iXy^' itoX XrXnXX^" jJtlj 

0*1578 3,1673 6,1574 B„X67S 


Kloaolas 111 

B.1S-S3 
D.l 683 

e> Elisabeth 
Pindar 


Fredda Idlip gllshbetti &es*y Ami Jam&s Julian Sn&anm 


hWi 
B» 1577 


k 
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Fans Juliua Timoth 
B*1578/9 




B»lo82 

B.XM-7 


Aim 

Uarnall 


« Mary 
Brara- 


s Geopgo 
Clarko 


a John » John 
Soil As; toll 


® Thcsiaa ts Hicma a 
Colt Lang- 


- Richard 
Gardiner 


,1 




field 

£t. 


worth 

• > :-, . 


Elisabeth 

r 

Martha 

T~ 

isilca 

Mary 

Eicnolaa 

Mary GrlooXX Francis 

Eoeert 

Richard 

Lit^ca 

. «-p —r- 

Franses. Bltjard 

JasL 

BoSBQ3/7 

B«XC07 

B*1683 

8«18S8 

D*X889 

B*15S3 

1>« 1833 

3*X58X/2 B*X593 BaSS4 

Bo1583 

Do1870/ 

1 

D,iSS9 

D.1603 

Boisoi 

«1634 

Be3,602 :S*1C03 
23*1643 

- •*- t rr 

B*1603/ 

8 

« Cherlea 


sr Robert 

° Aim 

« Francis s Jckn 

» Elisabeth 


S WiXEsa - -X 

-miXaa 


The;? old 


Kynno 


Glarko 


Cur 11 


Ilia 


A-C 


rloen 


Clarke 


Irish© 
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Oval) oa the 27th. of July 1599 on her way to Lord Burleigh’s 
house at -imbledca Elizabeth ms pleased to present him with 
a gift* ‘This Is recorded in the following! 

"Mcunaer Caron, Item, gyven by her 
saydo Highaes, and dolyverod the 
15th of October, anno prod’ to 
Mcunser Caron, Agent for Flaunders, 
at his departure out of ingland, 
part© of one cheyne of gold© of 
21 Karrotts di grain©, and parte of 
on© other .cheyne bought of the said 
Richard Martin, per oz, 33 oz, qr, 

3 dot, 6 graynes, of the goodness 
of £2 Karrets di grain©; in toto 
68-os, di 3 dvrb, 6 granes," 

• .^Elizabotki" • 

"Edwa* Carye, Robert Craraner, 

. N*Bristow, Nicholas Haltofto, 

N* Pigeon * H 

• • . . 

The Queen’s gift was obviously an affair of the 

Jowol House officials* In addition to Nicholas 11 we have 
the names of hdwand Cary arid Nicholas Pigeon, the latter being^ 
as we know, Nicholas Bristow 11’s cousin* Edward. Cary, 
later Sir Edward Cary, Master of the Jewel House, was, as we 
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said bo for© (cai page 109), a nephew of Sir Anthony Benny who 
was so closely associated with the first Nicholas Bristow. 

- • • ’ • ' ■ i * ' , • ' 1 . 


Nicholas 11 resigned his Clerkship on 8 Nov 1609, 
but the following record, da tad 8 Hay 1610, ^ appears to refer 


to him, espocially as we find no sign of his son Hlcholas (111) 

# i ; , ■ . : H i 


being in the royal service : 

■ 1 ■ • ’ ■ l ■' ■ , ; 

M Paynenta mad© out of Ilia Majesty’s 


•• ' ' : ■ 

revenue ♦" 

• • ■ ■ - ' - / . % 

"By order, dated this day. To 

. ■ - , - , ■ ■ ' 

Nicholas Bristow, to the use of 

mf :t ■■ i pi 

one Griffin# a messenger, the sum 

■■ ■ 5 . - 

of £10 by way of reward for his 

* ■ ' ■ ' 5 ($ ■ ■ .. 


travail and pains, employed by 


; 3tn ' - . . 

the Lord Bishop of London in 

. Si '. r-. I 

recovery and attaching of £49.17.6, 


* f V • ; • X*1 

c ■' - ■ 

the supposed goods of a seminary 


. ’ r * - <* ‘ 




priest or Jesuit." 


Neither My Lord Bishop nor Mr. Griffin, apparently, 

i .’■* j-., ' ' ‘ ‘ 


suffbred from any qualm of conscience In taking what may 
htivo boon scmoona elso f s rnor©y^ And to think that Nlcholao • 








Drl8towi«* passed It♦ 

. 5 S • • - 

Nicholas 11 died on 4 Sep 1616 and was buried four 


Sib v ; - J'< ' 


lays later at Ayot, being 77 years of age. The following are 
its 13 children: 2 

. . U % , v ... . j St '■ -V . ■ 

1. Pell Records. (Jas 1, ) Page 1US 


2. Cluttorbuok*s ^fierfca" . «• vv.-v 
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1. Bicholas. Born 1563. Died 19 April 1626. 

a Elizabeth, d. of Sir Thomas Pindar of 


BN^’ 
f 5 :‘ 1 »= , 


_ _ ___ 

Winchester. ' 

; . 

2. John. Bapt. 24 Feb 1564/5, 

> ■ 

3. Fra no Is. Bapt. 24 Peb 1565/6. Burled 13 Sep 1634 

• Annj d. of John Darnell of the Pipe Office. 

.. m ■ • ' ; 

4. Philip. Bapt. 6 April 1568. 

• ' • 

o Mary Brarafield 23 Deo 1596 

»-»»L 

5. Elizabeth. Bapt 24 July 1569. Buried 16 april 1606 


• Qeor#> Clarke of Chiefiold 31 July 1592 

. 

6. Mary. Bapt. 22 Fob 1572 

.^ 


. ■ 


= John S<oll 7 Fob 1593/9 


7. Ann. Born 1573 

■ 


' ‘ if * ♦ , 


r- 


\ * *" 






• Sir John Axtell Aug. 1596 


% - s * > 

8. James- . Bapt. 13 May 1574 

9# Julian• Bapt# 12 July 1576 


%iy. r- 4 \A. 
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• Thomas Colt of i-ewos 28 Deo 1597 


10. Susanna. Bapt. 25 Aug 1577 








• Thomas Langworth 30 D©c 1600 


IKiiffiHn 

- • " &&%■'. ± 'Tv . . • 

11. Jane. Bapt. 22 Jan. 1578/9. 


U *■:.£*■* SH&ife -3 




12, JUlius. 


Richard Gardiner 


• . * . ' * ‘ 

• • \ v ; ; v •’ I ■ ' 




h-v,V/. igJLy -,! 

13. Timothy. Born about 1582# v 
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Nicholas 111 # oldest son of Nicholas 11 # must have 

: V,v •. ■>: -** .V -V V . - • ■ 

lived tha/OX^lhajpy llfp of, a oouata*y fiontleman for little is 
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10. Richard. B a pt 29 /»prll 1599. Burled 12 Sep 1603. 

11. Litton. Bant 3 Bee 1601. Burled 17 3ep 1634* 

12. Frances 


ii 






M®/ 

Bra*- 1 


b William Clarke of Chisfiold (Her 1st cousin) 
-T* • 20 Dec 1620. 




13. 

14. 


Edward. Bapt 6 Sep 1603. Buried 10 June 1643. 


Jane. Bapt. 30 Jan 1605/6 


b William Irishe 12 Aug 1624. 


wm 

§mk | 


An inquisition, held cn 28 Oct 1626 j^shows 


that he died possessed of the lands inherited from his 




■ 


father, and records haw certain lands were entailed by 


WW 


”Nicholas the elder and Elizabeth his wife" on Nicholas 


“V 

tr 


HttJ 


his son, ’’with Francis Crawley of Grays inn and Anthony 


Oayford of the 3rd part; William Clarice of Ayot St. Lawrence 


jg&j 


and John Ellis of St. Albans of the 4 th part; Robert Bdstowe, 




i£K 


2nd sen of the said Nicholas of the 5th part; Litton Briatowe 


; 


his brother of the 6th part; and Edward, 4th son of the 7th 
part. I'hich settlement was made in view of a marriage between 


Nicholas, sox of Nicholas, and Ann Kirapcon. 

Apparently Anne, daughter of Sir Thomas Clarke, 


■i‘P 


was a widow when she married Nicholas IV. 


mm 


yp-l'c- ■ 
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Nicholas IV and Anne had two daughters, Elizabeth, 


bapt. 29 May 1623, and Anne, bapt. 1 May 1625, but no 


*| 




male issue. The manor of Ayot St. Lawrence thus descended 


1. Chanc. Inq. Ser. 11* 66• 
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Nicholas ill - Elizabeth Pindar 
b. 1563. < 


d. 1626 
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Robert - 

Elizabeth Scriven 

: 

*.'**' ;■. 

b .1596 

•-... - 
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•'\'Sv ' 'V-V>V ' . 

f v iy.** ; ; -;/ 

d.1670/: 
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Nicholas 

.""T"' 

Robert 

\ \ 

Elizabeth Mary 

V; 111 lam 

Francis 

r i 

Thomas Elizabeth 

- - 

Charles 

B.1642. 

B.1643 

3.1645 B.1646/7 

B.1649 

B.1651 

B.1656 B.1658 

B.1660 


John 

B.1663 


D.1663 


a Edward 

Spencer » Eliza¬ 
beth * 
2 .Sold 


William 

Penn 
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n~” 

-j--[ , 

Elizabeth 

Hester 

'•••'. *\V •• >• * ^ |. * *■ " \ ' », 

Mary 

B.1674 

B»1675 

B.1679 

D.1703 


V- fBM&yU:*?*- 

a Charles Wilson 
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Elizabeth 

Briatow 

Hester 
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.B.1^97 
D. 172*7 


B,*~98 
D 99 


B.1699 
D.1700/1 


Mary 

B. 1701/2 
D. 













from Nioholas IV to his next surviving brother Robert* 

' v • ' ) 

Nothing is known of the otter children of 
Nicholas 111 with the exception of Litton* He graduated at 
Trinity College* Cambridge* oeing.B.A. in 1622/3* Follow of 
his college in 1624, and M.A. in 1626. He was Vioar of 




Kiraptcn, Herts* from 1626 to 1634* 

Of Robert* sc$ of Nicholas 111* wo know nothing 
except* of course* that he became Lord of the manor of Ayot 
bt•Lawrence*,.The following are his children: 

\4 1* Nicholas. Bapt. 0 June 1642. Burled 6 Doc 1663. 

2* Robert* Bapt. 4 Oct. 1643. Died before his father. 




3. Elizabeth. Bapt. 6 Nov 1645. 




4. Mary. Bapt. 19 Jan 1646/7. 

m Edward Spencer. 

5. William. Bapt. 30 July 1649. Died 22 April 1694. 

• Elizabeth, d. of sir John Sold. , 

6 . Francis. Bapt. 15 Sop 1651* Burled 9 Mar 1651/2. 

7. Thomas. Bapt. 17 April 1656. Burled 2 June 1687. 

8 . Elizabeth. Bapt. 22 April 1658. 

• William Penn of Codicote on 19 Feb. 1690/1 

9. Charles. Bapt. *2 May 1660. Died 9 Aug 1728. 




10 . John. Bapt. 14 Oct.1663.- 


■ \ • 

1. Admissions to trinity College* Cambridge. 


> V ■/ 
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Nicholas and Hobert, dying bofor© their father, the 
Ayot estates passed to William, horn in 1649. William left 










3 daughters and no male heir. His daughters were * 
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1. Elizabeth. Bapt 14 Oot 1674.' Buried 16 Sep 1703 


■ 

“W 


Ki"i, 


v ...,j 
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Charles Wilson of Lincolns Inn 27 Aug 

1695. 

. •• • ,; . • • ; * . . ; ; : % . 

2. Hester. Bapt. 29 Fob 1676/6. 

rJS . 9 • •, > ( •.. . . . 

3. Mary. Bapt. 13 Oot 1679. Died same day. 


*7- . ;' - • " i 


William died in 1694, and in 1714 his widow' Elizabeth 

. . . . e . . 


■ . • 


sold the Ayot properties to Thomas Lewis, so severing after 

■ ... ' ■ ■ . •• ■ 


170 years the Bristow connection with Ayot St .Lawrence. 

| I . & •. ■ . ■' • 

Vvilliam^s daughter Elizabeth, by her marriage to 


; ■ • V 


' 




Charles Wilson# had one son and 3 daughters : 


>. £ h ■ - 


1. Elizabeth. Born 23 April 1697. 








2/ Bristow. Bom 22 May 1698. Buried 26 Mar 1699. 

3 . Heater* Bom 26 Sep 1699. Buried 5 Jan 1700/1, 

| *• * * , ' - ■ 

4. Mary. Born 1701/2. Buried 19 Sep 1775, 
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a Edward Holmes. 

. • . . . 4- ■ 
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Clerk, 


Mary, wife of Edward Holmes, died without issue, and 
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at her burial in 1775 she was described as "the last of the 


■ • - .• • •• • .... h 


Ayot Bristows • 

We now go baok to Francis, son of Nicholas 11, who 

•. . • . - ■ . ..- . ' • • • . Vi, 

married Anne Damall (called “An JDartnall" in the 

■ ■ - .- ■.- •• - ' 

register) at St.Botolph's Church, Bishopogate, London, on 

18 May 1602. He had matrioulated at u xford University an 

... • . .. A • k - •/ •'i ■ I ' 4 : >*yjf ■: 



6 April 1582, being described as ’’Francis Bristow of co. 
Eertford, gent, aged 16”• 



< , ; ■ + -• t ^ s “ < * c y> ^ t * ~ . • . ■ • i \ i • i» * t ■ • * . 

On 25 Nov 1624 Is recorded his Answer to the Bill 

■ p 

of Complaint of Dame Bo tele r re the manor of Stroatloy. 


^ vi v•*. 

Francis had 4 sons, Francis, Nicholas, John and 

. „• ■ ■ . . • ■ ■ ■ : - 

yJames, and 4 daughters, Jane, Susan, Anne and Frances. We 

find what are probably truces of these children In London, 

both In the perish registers of St. Botolph’s, Blshopsgato, 

and those of St. Benet and St. Peter, Paul's Vharf. It 
• • 

should be remembered that Nicholas 1 at one time possessed 

tenements In Blshopsgato, and also in Budgo Row and Knight- 

■ ■ ■ • b - 

rider St., the latter near St .Bone t and St .Peter. We know 

i ; 



Bristow", and, at the same church, later we find Francis* 


ht l 
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• • ‘ • V . • - ' < • ' - ' 


Botolph*s registers (where there b another Brlob ow weaver) 

.• v? -.MaK r : k ■■ ■ ■ I ■ 

and those of St.Benet and St.Peter^and It seems more than 

♦ • ■’ *• »• ’ • 1 '■* • *• • - '• 

probable that these many Bristows were either descendants o 
— -r irf rtrd . 1500 — 1714. 
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Francis (the elder) or other descendants of Nicholas 1# We 


must not forget that Nicholas l was once connected with alike. 


f 
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Also we have the will, made In 1610, of Robert, eon of 


• w 


wSr 

lift' 

Eh 


Nicholas 1, In which he described himself as 11 of St. Botolph, 
London," end do3lreo his body to be burled in St. Botolph’s 




church. The probate of his will; s dated 1612, BtQtea, however. 


uu 
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that ho was "of Hatfield, Herts)' (which lo near Ayot) . 

On 1 Aug 1637 we find the St. Botolph burial of 
"Francis Brlatoe, aged 35" which age fits in with Francis• 




having been the eldest child of his father. 
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We have what may be a glimpse of another son of the 
elder Francis in t 


PHI" 
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w 1627. Answer of Julyan, widow of 


fcy? • 


Nicholas Brlet owo, to the Bill of 


' 


'flu 4- 


Complaint of John Style." 1 
also in t 

- -• *\t- : "1627. Answer of Robert Brletowe, an 

- - infant, son awl heir of Nicholas 

’i" ■ Bristovrc, to the Bill of Complaint of 


:V • 


;■ • 


jgfis? v*** 
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John Stylo. 
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It looks, by the date, as though Nicholas, son of 




the elder Francis, died soon after marriage, leaving a 


widow Julyan and an Infant child Robert. 

Illllh ■■ „ 
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1. Chanc. Pro. Chapi I. 130/173. 

2. « • " 136/165. 
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Elizabeth, 5th child of Nicholas 11, Is found In the 


W ; 


ft 
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Clarke pedigree given In the Visitation of Herts, 1634: 

, 

: •. ..... Mi ■ • ■ : 
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1 * - 
pr^l : 


? ' George Clarke ft Elisabeth Bristow - 

of Cheafield 

William Clarke = Frances Erlshow 
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William 
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Nicholas - ^ 1 f Francis 

. II 11 

Eliza be th*s son W1111cm married his flr3t cousin 

v". > ' : t . . : • ' ' 

Frances, 12th child of Nicholas 111. Rote that the name 
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Nicholas 18 handed down, 
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Timothy was the youngest child of Nloholas 11, He 




became a Glerk In Holy Orders, and frcm him Is descended a 
line which has known present day representatives. As we 
arc able to deal with Timothy^ descendants in detail we will. 


lij 

■! 
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■IBM 

;; 5 


for the sake of convenience,postpone speaking of him and his 


line until later. 

It would he as well now to make a alight digression 
and refer to the Will, made 10 Sep 1591, of "James Brlstowe 


of St.Glles-in-the-Flelda, Mdx, gent." This Will was proved 


6 Dec 1591. 1 James was the youngest son of "Richard Burst owe. 


Tayllour, of Horley", son of John Vll, (So© pages 49 ic 100), 

Kjyp^i 4 : * . r ; ' r . * ? '•*< ' * *..:* V.' • ' 

MR*? ^ /• J / . *. * 5 . W .. V; x ; < . 

1. P«C,C« 91 Sainherbfc. S.House. 






■ . . ...... ....... - ■ . 




■$**» 


In his 7,’ill James appears to bo possessed of much land in 
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the neighbourhood of St. Giles-in-tho-Fields, London. He 


leaves the reversion of certain lands to hie Kinsman Francis 

Bristowe, gent, together with two of the beat bods and 

■ _, A « ' • i* * i f ; ' ■ ' • 

£JLv • 

"to Nicholas Bristowe the elder 

, • :■ 

(Nicholas 11) a cramp ring of gold; 
u to James Brist owe, brother cf 

Francis, £10? Philip, another brother, 
and Julius'hla brother/ £6 each; 
cousin Julian, sister of Francis,£10* 


to Thomas Bristowe of Hutfield, and 
his wife, rings; to Richard Bristowe, 


i late of Woodham Water Park and his 


wife, Anne Carewo of St.Giles, rings 


: ^ 


Legacies to servants, Robert alforde, 

I » . * ... 

William Bristowe, Margaret Tlrkhill 


' 


and Anne HaH. To John, sen of 
‘ cousin John Snythe of Billingsgate, 1 
£10...... Residue to eon-in-law John 

Wise, gent. OverseerJ Mr.Thomas Raine, 
ohaplain to the Arohbishop of Canter¬ 
bury. Witnesses< Thomas Stedolfe, 


' ' ' “ '. 


V Thomas Veals. 1 *. 


. v 





This Will s of James serves as a family connecting link 


and we ehall refer to it again'later* She Ajot relatives 


j 


mentioned in it can be easily tracedv * , I 
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t 

: : 

• ;* 
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"James Bflstowe of the parish of St .Giles-in-the- 


Fields, Mdx*. Esquire," is mentioned in an indenture, dated 
' 51 Deo 1581, relating to lands in Kent* 1 Thi B indenture 
was not enrolled until 1591the- date of Jamas* death. 1 

James,with the sane designation as the last, is also 


-a party to an indenture, dated 8 Nov 1586* relating to an 


a.% 


inn called "The Helmet” in King St., Westminster. In this 

. \ i a • ■ * * . y 

second Indenture reference ie wade to "Joan, wife of the said 


i m 


James Brystow" and Jolm Wyso, gent, son and heir of KObert 


W 


yse 


*’ 2 ■ , , 
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There la a third indenture , dated 13 July 1590, in 


which the two parties are’James and this same "John Wyse of .* ! 


the parish of St.Giles-in-the-Pields, gent." 3 

We know by James* Will that John Ytyse ?/as his son--" 

JLn-law. 1 

| 

Having dealt with the main deocont of Nicholas 1, we 
will return to his second son William* We put thedate of 
his birth at 1541. By a deed, dated I M&y 1569* Nicholas 
granted “to his sen William Bristowe and Agnes his wife lands 

. aft 


\ 




called Codlcote meads for 101 -yeara^ these said lands 
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1. Cal*of Close Nolls. -No*1381. Rec. u ff. 
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M 1234. " " 

" 1362. " " 
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being within the manor of Ayot* ,,J ‘ Thus wo know that William 

- .. . h • ’ . . & V V ■ v , **■■■ jA ■ 

Si*.* : s * • . —* &* 1 - ■ ***^-*^ *9 




was married before that date* Hie v/ife Agnes was daughter of 


.. : . - **> : 

Sir John Battell, and it is worth noting that there vrao a well- 


known family named Battell in Surrey - two witnessing at 






■ 

different dates Wills of Surrey Bristows. In 1592 there was a 


. j. . ! ‘ r . V 

V- *. * - 


John Battell living in Horley. 

... . •; : ; ' b r-iK/i'-.i ,’S \ i ■ • - £.i3f U? ■“« X.J 

William was probably ra air led before 1566-7 for in 


ififciH* 


that year we find "William Bristowo, gent" on the Lay iruboldy 


Roll at ,, VvhethamBtede ,, being assessed at "£4. 4. 0. in han" 


1 

V?* . .. A ;/ .<• |j 


(on hla good8.) 

| 2 *.' 'v' >;• V’- > 
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On 3 July 1679 ”William Bristow© of fthetharapsted. 


II M 

Herts, gent, entered into a reoognizance to Thomas Worth of 


4 5 


1 


the same, yeoman,” re the church at Harp end en, Herts, but a 
jg, _ I 

little later William lodges a Bill of Complaint against the 


wmik 


m&M 


i* 


same Thomas North to compel a promise of performance concerning 

- • • • • *' --vf. • ■■<%■/> • 1*. ' i V.. ;. v ” • !" 

a lease of 36 yj ars of the churoh, or chapel of Harpenden with 


* .a > ' ‘.U? : ^ 


the tithe barn and glebe. 

William, according to his father*a will, was to enjoy/ 
after his mother »fl death, the income for life from the leas© of 
the parsonago of Whoathampstead • After William's death this 
lease would pass,first to his nephew Nicholas Bristow (111), 






1. Chonc* Inq. P.M. Ser* 2, •? ' 

». " * v ” ” B.206/12. 

3. Herts Gen.and Antiq. VOl. 2. 

3. Cal. of Close Rolls. No.1068. Reo.Off. 

4. Chanc. Pro. B.31/64. Reo.Off# - 
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then to his nephew end niece, Nicholas Hyde and errne Hyde. 

% 

This lease was subject to an annuity of £20 payable to 

. 

William*8 brother Robert. 

: ' r \ ‘ ' . ' * . - ■ 

In 1689-90 ’'William Brystowe, gent, and Agnes hie 

. 

, . ****••■* •. «> •> ' ' • * •• 1 ■» - 

wife" succeed In a lawsuit against "Thomas North and 

1 

Katherine his wife" concerning lands In Whcathampateod. This 
la the lost ws hear of Thomas North so hia desire for legal 
redress must have been extinguished by William*s success. 

We know the date of William’s death (17 Apil 1 1599) 
from the monument erected to his memory In VAieathfunpstead 


m 


M1 
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church. This monumental slab. In excellent preservation, 

i. . 




mm. 
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lies In the chancel within the communion rails. On It are 
the Bristow Arms and the following rhyming epitaph : 

... y< * , ' .' 

"Here lies William Bristowe,gentleman 
And Agnls, late hlo wife. 


/ . . ■■ .y * <y-5'-'A.- 

Minx . ... a y&r^.\y: 
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Doe rest themselves till Judgment 

Day. 

He passed from this life 


; * *’ 
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Sill 
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Apr 111* a seventeenth, one thousand and 
Five hundredth nynetie-nyne; 

And,In September,nynetie, God 
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Cutt of her vital line. 
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Three daughters they cohoirea did 
- . ' r: leave 

Luoe ,Martha,Margaret, 

*’ \ VS-J '.V--*. -V * V ? •• * ^r 

Who, In regard© of parent’s love, 

_* V * 

1- ■ ^ --V.• '' "i * " 

j* ■ X .%x‘ X*,. > This monument have set." 
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It is seen Qbove that William’s wife Agnes pre¬ 


deceased him and that he left 3 daughters. William made a 
nuncupative Will : 

1 In the hearing of Mr .Michael Fall of 
Kympton, Mr .Lane of Wheathompstead, 
George Hertford and Andrew Martyn of 

• . , n • 

Whoathamspead" saying, in regard to 
his estate, that "All to be equally 


• v -><>.• y+y <: ‘ : v ., 

• - 4-j* V * 

. ♦ 4 ^: 
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divided between daughters Lucy,Martha 


:>•' ■%> 


and Margaret" 4 




"A commission to administer was issued to Martha 
and Margaret in person of Thomas Browne, notary, their 
attorney. Power being reserved for Lucy" • 


The third eon of Nioholaa 1 was Robert. He married 


. 34 * 


Mary Webb of ftatfield, Herts* We have already said that 


John, father of Edmond Pigeon, married an Isabel Wobb,^ 


■n 


and, considering the relationship between Nicholas 1 and 
Edmond Pigeon, it is possible that Mary and Isabel were 
related* 

In his Will Nicholas 1 says his “son Robert and Mary 
his wife are to have an annuity of £20 and tho lease of 
Cannons, dated 28 May 1576"• "The annuity to issue fPcm 

. • > j ‘ , - - v ^ > • 

outgoing profits of the parsonage ; of Wheathampstoad" . 


1 . P.C.C. 38 Kidd. *>.House* 

2. Harlolan M.s.S. Brit* Mus. 1553. F.82. 

3. Visitation of Hants* 1622-1634. 
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Nicholas 1 had purchased tho property named Cannon a in Kirapton 

• ' ' ' v ’ ' 

Herts, of Richard Dixon and Joan his wife on 13 Juno 1545 • 

"Robert Bristow, gont , *»d three others on 2 July 

*r» ■ ;& - Usfc sgf. 

1584 proved the Will of Henry Bagwell, "parson of the 
Rectories of Klng*s Hartfiold alo Bisshoppeo Hatfield and of 


„1 




Hartingfordburye" 

• •' V ‘ . ■ , * 

In 1597 Robert and his wife Mary were defendants in 
an action brought by several members of a family named Ivorey. 
This concerned "an annual rent of £20 issuing out of the manor 
of Great Ayott als Ayot St, Lawrence." We know noting of the 
j^istow connection with the Ivoreys though, in 1585, John 
Ivorey mentioned 'Master Bristow' in his Will. Later, In 
1643, we find a scholar named Bristow at St, Albans Grammar 


2 


School, Herts, of which one of the Governors was Robert 
Ivorey. 


:0 


In the pedigree of "Bristow of Stoke, Northants' , 


-/■" 


preserved at the British Museum, Robert, 3rd son of Nicholas 1 
is thus styled, but we know nothing of his ever having had 
any connection whatever with the County of Northampton, On 

. • ■ -I 

this pedigree are shown Robert*a 6 children t 

1. Eustace. Died without issue. 

2. Elizabeth * Thomas Barnard of Londcn. 

3. Frances * 

4. Nicholas. Died without issue. » 


;.t v 


1. Herts Gen. and Antiq* Vol. 2. 

2. Mdx. and Herts Notes and Queries. Vol. 11. ■ 
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5. Robert* 26 years old In 1625 • , 
6 • Mary & Thomas Ruffin of ayot. 


Robert mad© hl3 Villi on 1 July 1610*' describing 


himself as "of St.Botolph’s, London,. Gent n . He leaves to his t 








'’Wife »all the goodes I have In this 


U i! 
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WG&OmmR. ,.. . 

- H w a \ world** then to our children* 

- 

xfeM. 
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, i)t w r. m-w . Eldest sen Eustace £5 yearly,and 
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when his mother dies £60* He is to 
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have all my bowes,cro38bowes,appar- 


. w- J;- .i. well* and all things pertaining to 

|T|^ : A Xa. IOI4!SS& M * * 
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ray Keeper*8 office,ray great gullte 
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salt which wua my father’s, a guilt \j 
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spoon, best bed with a coverlet of *> 


v 

H 


: •' ' K§ 


>, 1 . . 


slike,and a white quilt, the hanging!'; 


in the chamber, and my picture* 

. Goods at wife’s death to be divided 


fi¬ 
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. .» • ■* 
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between Mary* Robert and Francis, 




his brothers and sister* Daughter 


t *8>; V.K ■ .w 


..$£•« "MX 1; 
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Barnarde a ring and 20/-- Mary, my 
second daughter* £60, best salt and 


. ■ 


asp 


* 


2 spoons* and ray lease of Thropp. 

8 8 

Poor 10/- • Ringers 6/-« *It is my 


jsr 


■ Hr-* Hr-MO **'£ • 


desire that there should be moderate 
ringing,not for that 1 think© it 
can any wayes do me any good savinge 


H 
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"it is a thing I love*. 

Residue to wife my‘'executrix. ’She 


- \* \ 
, k . 


Is to have consideration of 
Eustace oure oldest sonne In regard 

• 4 , ; > •/ . <%< $ ' 

he can do nothing© to help© him¬ 
self© • Son Nicholas overseer." 

What a delightful human document! 

S .... • .. •. . ' - 

The Will was proved "14 Aug 1612 by Mary, the relict," 
when reference was made to the fact that the testator was also 
"of datfleld, Herts.” 1 

It would seem as thou^i Robert died early in 1612. 

. t ! .. ..* * ?* ’ “ \ r ' - 

' "f. ' ’ ; r- r Zk '» 

■f Unfortunately we do not know what hla "Keeper*s office" was. 
Like hla father he may have had on appointment under the 
Crown. 

;■ . .• : ' : - . 

Robert’s children leave no trace except that we find 




a Robert Bristow living in 1638 at a house in the parish of 


St.Botolp'n, Bishopsgate, for vfolch he paid an annual rent of 
£12. This may have been Robert’s son Robert. There is no 

■ • ' . ... • .. i • ...' 

sign of this Robert’s marriage, but the following entries occur 
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In the registers of St.Botolph : 
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Bap1.1634. Ap.28. John, son of 

Robert and Anne Brlstoe. 

* 

Burial.1640. Dec.9. Ann Burstoo, 
aged 40. 

Burlal.1643. Doc.5. Robert Brlatowe, 




aged 45." 

1. Brit. Reo.Sty.vol.43 

2. The Genealogist. 
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In the Inquisition held on the estate of Nicholas 1 it 

■ 

■} 

is recorded that by an indenture, dated 28 May 1572, he 

* * * 


granted to Thomas his "youngest sen and Elizabeth his wife the 


t&fr ■ 


capital messuage oalled Le Hartshorns, a close called Heywardos 

■ ' - 




(5 acres), an acre of meadow, and a field called Stockings, and 

■ 




after their death to their eldest son":* In hie Will Nicholas 
1 also left “his son Thomas and Elizabeth his wife" 6 marks 


m 


ill 


yearly* To Thomas’ wife Elizabeth and also to Robert's wife 


III 


Mary their father-in-law left "a cow and 6 ewes." 




The marriage registers of St.Botolph, Bishop agate, 

* 

record the marriage s 
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"1564. June 11* Thomas Br1stowe and 
i liza Thistlewortii" . 
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The Herald, in the Visitation of Herts, gives Thomas 


■ 

two sons, Thomas and Anthony, but we cannot find any further 




>ye 
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trace of Thomas, Elizabeth, or their sons. 

In the above Visitation of Herts the Herald says that 

. ' ... •- . 

Nicholas 1 hsd a son John, described aa "of Essex"• This son 

„ : * 

evidently died before his father for ho is not mentioned in 
his father’s Will* This John may have had a son Riooard who. 




we believe, ms the "Richard Bristowe of ttoodham Water Pai*k,' 

VAv\ 


Essex, (lying between Chelmsford and Maidoa), to whom, with his 




wife Anne (Carew), rings were left by the before mentioned 

<i\; :; v ’i • * > i * * : K - ? 
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■ 


1 . Chano.Inq* P.H. Her* 11* - 

2, ** " " * B *206/12, 
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James Bristov/, kinsman to tho Ayot Bristows. Though another 
Richard Bristow, grandson of John IX, before moving to 
Pitsea, Essex, had lived for a time at Little Baddow, Essex, 
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adjoining Woodham Water, the fact that his two wiv©3 wore 

. • 

named Mary Springham and Catherine Pasooll prevents us fran 

. - , 

confusing him with ? this Richard of Woodham Water for tho name 


Qg- 
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of the letter’s wife (according to James* Will) was Anne 






(Carew). 
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p Rfcchord Brystowe of Woadham Water, co. Essex, 
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I 

gentleman. 1 brought an action, dated 3 Feb 1588/9, in the 


1 

Star Chamber, complaining that Edwyn, son of Myles Sanders, 

iiiiVts’’*'" 1 


ll 

it 
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and John Bernard had not complied with a recognizance entered j| 


'4| 


♦ 

into by them to him concerning lands conveyed by Myles 




: 


Sanders to his son ISdtvyn on the latter 1 a marriage to the 


. <?■ 


daughter of tho Right Honourable Lord Sanders' 1 • 

There are two slight clues in the above* One, 

, *> #£ . . . .' ' • 

that Elizabeth, daughter of the elder Robert of Ayot,first 

cousin as we think to this Richard, married a Barnard* Tip 

other, that there was quite an Important family named Sanders 

# • 

living at Leigh, Charlwood and Horley. In> ;his connection 
here is a record already quoted (on page 72) : 

"1B97/A. Jan.23* An indenture of this 
date between Henry Bristow of Leigh, 
Surrey,gent, end William his brother, 
of the one part, and Edmond Saunders 
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*1697/8. Jan*23* 
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'of Flauncbtf*ord, Surrey, esquire, of 
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the other part. Re lands, oto.at 

■ff / . : ; " i ' .. \- " •■' : .: -li . / ... . -J ;i ' , .. ”, ', ••' . • . 

Leigh". 

’ ’ " » ’’ ' ♦ ' * * • " ; 

V.© now come to the three daughters of Nicholas 1, 

is mentioned in his Will, and to each, in addition to 
things, he leaves a ring. His eldest daughter was 
apparently Mary, whcsn her father in hio Will calls "Daughter 
Hyde” when speaking of her unfortunate rnarrioge. (See page 118). 
In the inquisition on Nicholas 1 it is stated that 
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Nicholas, on 23 July 1583, granted to Walter Tooke, his 




nephew, an annuity of £6.13. 4d out of the manor of Ayot. 


Walter,however, subsequently granted this annuity to his 


mm j s- 






cousin Mary Hyde for life* 






Cussan, in his "Hertfordshire”, gives us : 
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( 1 ) 

Mary, daughter of 
Nicholas Bristow. 
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* William Hyde, sen of Leonard 

Hyde and Anne, his wife, daughter 
of i>ir Philip Boteler. 

Died between 1580 and 1592, 


i' ikf 


■f, - i 



( 2 ) 




Leonard Hyde of Ayot, 
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Nicholas 


Ann z - Bucktnore. 
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iVftor the death of her first husband William Hyde,to 
whom her father refers In his Will, Mary married Leonard 
hydo, but the Relationship between her two husbands, however, 
is unknown• In 1592 Leonard, her second husband , brings a 
ease into the Court of Requests against his stepson who 
appears to have Inherited his father*® disposition. The 
following is recorded by Sussan i 
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Nicholas Hyde, 

^ */ William Hyde, late of Throokinge, 
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of the daughters of - Brystowe of 
fiyot St.Lawrence, doc d , and had 
issue by her one Nicholas Hyde... 

Mary Hyde...., a gentlewoman and 

.1 t • 

very reasonable Inclined to peace 
and quiet although she was great¬ 
ly lnaited to be troublesane at 
lew by Nicholas Hyde, her son, a 
v ' man very oontentious and one as 
• • ' • - - had rather lose by law than gain 

by peace, yet the disposition of ^ 
the gentlewoman prevailed against 
M the outrage of her son, and fell 
to a composition with your 


b 

fr' 

m 

I 

h 

I 

!U 


vf 


v* 3 


■ l r 


* . 
t 

k 










Tho concern of Nicholas 1 for his daughter Muxy,and 
the above glimpse of her, are vary deli^itful. 




Once again the registers of St.Botolph, Bishnpsgate, 
have something to tell us , for on 14 May 1504 the following 
marriage is recorded theres "William Crofte to Mary Hide." 
There were both Crofte3 and Hjdes An Hertfordshire, and this 
Mary, of. coarse, may not have been ours# 

Elizabeth is. the second daughter mentioned in her 
father’s will but nothing more than this fact is known of her, 

p:* A ■ . ^ ■ •• ...> t*f 

• Grisaell, or Orizoll, the third daughter, is found in 
the "Visitation of Buckinghamshireon the pedigree of 
Troughton: 

Christopher Troughton • Grlzell, or Isabell, 

•1 youngest daughter of 

. 

figL (f * ' \ ' ’ ' • • ' '- :V • ‘/' . ‘ : 

Nicholas Bristow of ^yot 
St• Lawrence• 

This pedigree takes her no further. 

The Arms granted to Nicholas 1 by King Henry 
Vlll* are described: 

Arms : Ermine, on a fess cot Iced Sable, three 
crescents• 

Crest: On a wreath, out of a crescent Or, a demi- 
eagle, displayed Azure. 

1. Clutterbuck'a "Herts"• Vol. 2. 
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Mottoi Vigilantibua non Dormicntlbus. 

Thus, with the exception of Timothy, son of 
Nicholas 11, we finish our history of the Ayot Bristows. 

On© can imagine the importance for so many years of this 
branch of the family, and it seems a pity that the manor 
passed, through lack of male heirs, into other hands. We 
feel that Nicholas 1 was rather a grand old man in the way 
ho served his royal employers, and his son, the second 
Mioholas, who was Clerk of the Jewels for as long as 48 years, 
was surely no less worthy a servant of the Crown. 
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